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Suhailah is a Senior Early Interventionist working in Development Support
Plus. We spoke with her to better understand some of the common
challenges faced by preschool teachers and several strategies that Suhailah
recommends.

Common challenges faced by preschool teachers are...

[ 1. Enforcing classroom rules ]
[ 2. Burnt out due to overusing their voice ]
[ 3. Co-teachers with different classroom management style }

Common intervention approaches are usually carried out in pull-out or small
groups, but these may not be the most ideal in preschool classrooms because...

[ 1. Skills are taught in isolation and in a separate setting ]

» Approaches and resources used are not consistent with those commonly
used in the classroom, where direct instructions are given to the child most
of the time.

[ 2. Child may not have the ability to generalise what he/she has ]
learnt

+ Child may still require explicit instructions to access the school curriculum
in a large group setting and to maintain his/her interest.

* Class teachers may not be able to give the child the one-to-one attention
he/she needs during the pull-out session, which will remain a challenge the
child has not learnt the skills.
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Based on these challenges, we have picked out five strategies that worked best
for these teachers. These strategies were effective in the classroom because they
provided an encouraging environment for the children to communicate, allowing
the teachers utilise their voices more efficiently. These strategies also encouraged
independence and empowered other children in the classroom to become “little
helpers” who reinforced these strategies throughout the day. This resulted in more
desirable behaviours in the classroom, benefiting everyone.
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2. Turn Taking Cue Cards

Supporting turn taking with a tangible item (e.g.

Whose turn t D
\ a ‘my turn to talk’ card, a musical instrument, a
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star) as cue for them to talk or wait for their turn
to talk in a large group setting
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Source: https://www.twinkl.com.au/resource/t-s-
1263-whose-turn-is-next
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This makes Mummy sad.
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When | feel like hitting,
1 need to stop.

1 will hold my hands
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1 will take 5 big breaths.
This helps me stay caim
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3. Social Stories

Sharing information through a description of
events occurring around the subject, and why
things happen, through a story encourages
positive social relationships. This can be
incorporated into reading or circle time for the
class. Examples include, “thinking thoughts”
and “feeling feelings”

Source: https://blogs.sd41.bc.callss/resource-
centre/visual-supports/social-stories/

4. Word Recognition

To increase usage of vocabulary words for
students who may need more learning
opportunities and repetition, a flipping
booklet that contains picture word cards of
thematic target words were placed in the
library corner of the preschool. This
benefited the whole class, while targeting
students who needed the practice.

rainbow Source: https://playingtots.com/
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