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Outcome
Become more comfortable engaging families of children 

with developmental delays and disabilities and see them 

as a resource to the journey towards inclusion

Be inspired to see that children and 

families can be involved in a partnership 

to achieve positive outcomes

Hear recommendations on how 

professionals can engage families in 

family-centric ways



Agenda
• Principles on which our approach is based

• Hear from a parent perspective about working in 

partnership with professionals

• Learn about how we have operationalized our 

principles to build family participation: getting families 

collaboration ready

• Tips from a parent on how professionals can engage 

families in family-centric ways



Our Australian 

inclusion experience



Poll

Family-Oriented Program Models and Professional Helpgiving

Practices

Carl J. Dunst,Kimberly Boyd,Carol M. Trivette,Deborah W. Hamby

First published: 18 February 2004

Are you:

 Professionally centred

 Family allied

 Family focused

 Family centred

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorRaw=Dunst%2C+Carl+J
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorRaw=Boyd%2C+Kimberly
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorRaw=Trivette%2C+Carol+M
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorRaw=Hamby%2C+Deborah+W




Paradigm Shift







Conversation with a parent: A 

parent’s perspective on 

working in partnership with 

professionals





Now and Next





Building family participation through 

formulating a long-term plan



Families partnering 

with professionals

Families formulate their long-

term vision

Families prioritise 3 goals: 

Child, family and personal

Families get ‘collaborative 

ready’







Conversation with a parent: 

Practical advice on the value of 

working in family centric ways



Where this has taken us



Thank you for joining us today.

sylvana@plumtree.org.au


